
ASSESSMENT OF CLERKS
Prepared for the Basics Program for New Faculty
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CRITICAL INCIDENT REPORTS: 
✭ To address situations where a student has put a patient or someone else at significant risk because 

of their behaviour, or when a student has engaged in conduct unbecoming of a physician in training
✭ Can be made by a teacher, other learner, university or hospital staff member 

PHENOMENA OF 
ASSESSMENT

Doves versus Hawks 
effect: Hawks have very 
high standards and 
mark more stringently, 
while doves tend to be 
more lenient

Halo effect: Cognitive 
bias in which your 
impression of a person 
impacts your expect-
ations of that person in 
other domains 

Rotation 1 vs 6 clerks:
Students early in 
clerkship should be 
assessed differently 
than those who have 
completed many prior 
rotations.
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